
Parenting Pointers 
Talk, talk, talk, read, read, read!  Early Literacy Matters! 
Nancy Almond, EVICS Director 
 

 
Parents often wonder at what age their children should begin to learn to read.  Is there 
a magic age that we should begin to “teach” reading skills?  The truth is that children are 
born learning and teaching children to love reading is something parents do everyday – 
without even thinking about it! Parents help to stimulate their child’s development 
when they read, sing, and talk to their babies from birth. These are all key steps to early 
literacy. The earlier parents start the better. A child’s natural desire to learn to read can 
grow into a healthy habit, especially when children are read to on a regular basis. 
Consider the following tips:  
     

 Encourage your child’s interest in reading by talking in adult language to 
babies, singing the ABC’s and other fun songs, talking about pictures in books, 
and choosing books that rhyme or are repetitive in nature.   

 Consider all the reading “tools” available to you.  From newspapers, to 
magazines, to books, cards, and letters, parents can gather all sorts of reading 
materials from just around the house.  Creating a special “place” for reading, 
comfortable and away from distractions is important. 

 Engage your child actively during story time. Be expressive, using different 
voices, sounds and gestures. Ask questions like: “What do you think will 
happen next?”, “Does this remind you of what we did or of other stories?”, or 
“Why do you think the little girl did that?” Follow words with your finger as 
you read to your child. Point out words go from left to right, top to bottom, 
and front to back. 

 Talk with your child. Engage in conversations about life, family, feelings, 
events, and stories you’ve read.  Conversing with your child increases 
vocabulary, listening skills and expressive language abilities.   

 Go to children’s story time at the public library. This is a great opportunity to 
expose your young child to a wide variety of activities that promote language 
development and reading skills. Estes Valley Library offers story times for 
age’s birth-6 each Thursday, Friday and Saturday morning at 10 and 10:30.   

 Encourage your child to “write”.  Writing is key to strengthening reading skills.  
Very young children’s scribbles are early forms of writing. Make writing and 
drawing tools readily accessible to your child and offer genuine praise for 
their creative masterpieces. 

 Make reading an everyday practice.  Studies show that children who read at 
least 30 minutes a day are more successful readers, better students and enjoy 
reading more. Establish routines for everyday reading such as after dinner or 
before bedtime.  Set the example for your child by reading yourself!  



 
To learn more about language development and  early literacy, parents of young 
children are invited to attend the next Parents as Teachers Group Connection event on 
Wed., Oct 19; 3:30 – 5 PM at Community Church of the Rockies. Special guest and early 
childhood consultant, Cathie McCallum will share information, ideas and 
demonstrations. Childcare will be provided and registration is required. Please call the 
PAT Office at 586-1770.   
 
 

Information in this article was provided by Estes Valley investment in Childhood Success 
(EVICS) with permission from Partners in Parenting, Colorado Family Education, Resource & 
Training, CSU, Cooperative Extension and  University of California Cooperative Extension.  

EVICS offers free childcare referrals, parent education and support, and childcare 

provider training in the Estes Valley. For more information call 586-3055 or email 

office@evics.org 
 

 

 

 

 
      

 

 

 

mailto:office@evics.org

