
Parenting Pointers: 

Parenting Tips on Homework Success! 

By John Bryant, Principal – Estes Park Elementary School and Member - EVICS Board of 

Directors 

As the school year resumes, I would like to share with families some tips for supporting your 

child’s school and home connections.  Establishing and maintaining routines for before and after 

school, homework, family mealtime, and bedtime are one of the best ways parents can help 

children have a successful school experience.  Fortunately, parents can set the tone.  It does take 

ongoing planning and perseverance, but the rewards are always worth your time and effort.   

Today’s tips will focus on establishing homework routines.  Valuing homework and making it a 

family commitment can help your child develop life-long study skills, self-discipline, and 

independence.  Conversely, if you think homework is a waste of time, so will your child.   

Start Early. The preschooler is prepared for future homework when you establish a brief daily 

“quiet time” for stories.  Continue this pleasant routine through kindergarten and first grade with 

a half hour for reading or homework.  When homework is assigned, your child will expect and 

welcome daily study time.  

Be consistent.  Agree upon homework rules at the beginning of each school year, and make sure 

they are faithfully followed.  Kids who have the homework habit will adapt as assignments 

become more challenging in upper grades.  

Plan.  Try a calendar or chart that allows children to block in a regular schedule and learn to 

balance homework, play, and chores.  Children need time after school for free time, and they also 

need to go to bed on time.  Effective planning can ensure that all of these goals are accomplished 

on a daily basis. 

Cooperate.  Your youngster will study more willingly if he or she helps makes the rules.  

Compromise can work wonders.  Work together to determine where and when homework should 

be done. 

Individual needs.  Children need  homework routines that fit individual age, health, 

temperament, and study skills.  You may have to help one child more than another, but never 

berate a child by making unfavorable comparisons to another child.   

Let your child do the homework.  That’s the only way a child will learn!  But do help your 

youngster organize study time.  Preview the assignments, list the subjects, and get the tough 

tasks out of the way first.  Stay nearby to answer questions or offer guidance while you read or 

work at a quiet task.  Keep the atmosphere calm, the lighting adequate, and have study supplies 

handy.  



 Review the complete homework.  After homework is completed, review it together.  Try to 

give your child an example of how the work will relate to real life.  Remember that children are 

more likely to study seriously if they feel the task is meaningful.  Review is especially important 

if your child completes their homework alone.  Always reward your youngster with praise and 

hugs for a diligent session.  

Keep in touch with the teacher.  If your child doesn’t understand an assignment, contact the 

teacher the next day.  Be sure to let the teacher know if the child needs extra help.   

Off to a bad start?  If homework has become a power struggle in your home, call a truce!  

Work with the student and teacher to plan a new homework routine.  Be patient.  It takes time for 

new homework habits to take root.  

This year, the school district Outreach Program is offering Community for Kids after-school 

program on-site every school day.  Along with recreational fun and snacks, the program offers 

supervised homework help that supports classroom learning.  For more information contact 

Marcie Kiser at 586-5321  x. 3336 or visit www.estesschools.org and click on PSD Outreach 

Programs.   

Estes Valley investment in Childhood Success (EVICS) ~ promoting and supporting quality early 

childhood care and education in the Estes Valley.  Offering free childcare and preschool referrals, 

parent information and resources, and provider/teacher support and training. For more information 

contact 586-3055 or evics@frii.com  Check out our website at www.evics.org 
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